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277. 19th Century plaster casts of Lower Jurassic
ichthyosaurs and plesiosaurs in the Bristol
Institution for the Advancement of Science,
Literature and the Arts, and the Academy of
Natural Sciences, Philadelphia
Michael A. Taylor
Research Associate, Department of Natural Sciences,
National Museums Scotland, and Honorary Research
Fellow, School of Museum Studies, University of
Leicester. Email: mat22@le.ac.uk
This note seeks information on casts of certain
ichthyosaurs and plesiosaurs in museums and other
collections. The Bristol Institution for the
Advancement of Science, Literature and the Arts
(BIASLA; collections now in City of Bristol
Museum and Art Gallery) was an important
institutional collector of Lower Liassic ichthyosaurs
and plesiosaurs from the West Country of England
from the 1820s onwards. Recent work has shown that
it was also a more significant centre for the
production and distribution of plaster casts of those
reptiles during the 19th century, more specifically
1830-1890 and especially 1830-1850, than had been
realised (Taylor and Clark forthcoming).
Unfortunately the Institution's collection was in large
part destroyed, including most of the slab-mounted
marine reptiles and casts, when the Bristol Museum
was burnt out during an air raid in 1940. 
Some of those casts were of originals in the
Institution's own fine collections. But others were of
specimens which had been bought by Edward Wilson
(1808-1888) of Tenby in South Wales. He often acted
as agent for his brother, Dr Thomas Bellerby Wilson
(1807-1865) of Newark, Delaware, in buying up
European natural history specimens and collections
which Thomas donated to the Academy of Natural
Sciences, Philadelphia, U.S.A. In return for helping
Edward Wilson obtain specimens of ichthyosaurs
and plesiosaurs, Samuel Stutchbury (1798-1859),
Curator of the BIASLA from 1831 to 1850, was
allowed to make moulds and casts of some
specimens. It is not yet clear if this was under the
official auspices of the Institution or, so to speak, in
his spare time. The actual work might have been
contracted out to specialists in the local fine art trade.
But the Institution cannot have been too unhappy, as
it received copies. 
As part of a wider project to locate or reconstruct lost
type and figured specimens of West Country marine
reptiles, I am seeking further examples of ex-Bristol
casts of ichthyosaurs to add to the known ones listed
here (and would welcome information on any other
unrecognised plaster casts of ichthyosaurs and
plesiosaurs). I am particularly anxious to learn of any
associated documentation, such as accession
registers and original labels. Such data have proved
indispensable in reconstructing some of the history
of the original specimens and of their casts, and in
resolving a major taxonomic muddle and provenance
confusion affecting the first two ichthyosaurs
illustrated here (Taylor and Clark forthcoming). I
have also included several ANSP specimens which
might also have been replicated, although no casts
have so far been located.
This note, and Taylor and Clark (forthcoming),
extend the account previously published in The
Geological Curator of the ichthyosaur cast in the
Cheltenham Art Gallery and Museum collection
(Torrens and Taylor 1990). Amongst the donors of
geological material to that collection listed in this
paper are Edward Wilson's son Dr Edward T. Wilson
F.R.C.P. (ca. 1833-1918), Cheltenham medic, and his
own son Edward A. Wilson (1872-1912), who would
die with Scott in the Antarctic. 
Unless otherwise stated, full details, references and
acknowledgements are given by Taylor and Clark
(forthcoming). Taxonomic identifications given are
those believed to have been used originally, where
known, and the most likely to be found in 19th
century acquisition documentation. However, these
could and sometimes did change, so any ichthyosaur
or plesiosaur cast is of potential interest. 
Abbreviations: ANSP, Academy of Natural Sciences,
Philadelphia, USA; BIASLA, Bristol Institution for
the Advancement of Science, Literature and the Arts,
now BRSMG; BNSS, Bournemouth Natural Science
Society, Bournemouth; BRLSI, Bath Royal Literary
and Scientific Institution, Bath; BRSMG, City of
Bristol Museum and Art Gallery, Bristol; CHLGM,
Cheltenham Art Gallery and Museum, Cheltenham;
NHMUK, Natural History Museum, London; NMW,
Amgueddfa Cymru - National Museum Wales,
Cardiff; OUMNH, Geological Collections, Oxford
University Museum of Natural History, Oxford;
ROM, Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto, Canada. 
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1. "Ichthyosaurus latimanus", Banwell,
Somerset 
Original BRSMG Cb2464, type specimen of
Ichthyosaurus latimanus Owen, 1840, presumed
destroyed 1940. Known casts: ANSP 17426;
NHMUK PV OR 1064, not located; OUMNH
J.10343/p (Figure 1A); possibly also collection of
Purnell B. Purnell (1791-1866) of Stancombe Park,
Gloucestershire (now dispersed). A variant cast
shows only the anterior portion (including head and
forelimb). Only one copy of this variant is known to
exist: BNSS 30489 (Figure 1B), originally held by
the Frome Literary and Scientific Institution; other
copies are believed to have gone to the Institutions at
Ludlow and Swansea, but cannot be located. 
2. "Ichthyosaurus intermedius", Banwell,
Somerset
Original BRSMG Cb2462, presumed destroyed
1940. Known casts: CHLGM 1931:11a, presumed ex
collection of Purnell B. Purnell; OUMNH J.10342/p
(Figure 2); NHMUK PV OR 1065; ANSP, now
missing. 
3. "Ichthyosaurus intermedius", locality
unknown 
Original ANSP 15766 (Figure 3). Known cast:
BRLSI M3580 (presently housed in NMW), ex
collection of Charles Moore (1815-1881).
4. "Ichthyosaurus tenuirostris" or
"Ichthyosaurus communis", probably from
"Glastonbury" (more likely Street or Edgarley,
Somerset) 
Original ANSP 17307. Known cast: BRSMG
Cb2486, presumed destroyed 1940 (. Modern glass-
reinforced resin casts also exist: ANSP 20668
(Figure 4), ROM. 
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Figure 1. "Ichthyosaurus latimanus" as originally labelled, Banwell, Somerset. (A) Cast, OUMNH J.10343/p, 149
cm long within inside edges of wooden frame. © Oxford University Museum of Natural History. (B) Variant cast
showing only the anterior portion, BNSS 30489. © Ray Chapman, Bournemouth Natural Science Society.
Figure 1B.
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Figure 2. "Ichthyosaurus intermedius" as originally labelled, Lower Lias of Banwell, Somerset, cast, OUMNH
J.10342/p, 188.5cm long within edges of wooden frame. Note the presence of a coracoid and phalanges scattered
near the snout, and a ?faecal mass below the neck as seen here. These are variably omitted in some other casts of
this specimen. © Oxford University Museum of Natural History.
Figure 3. "Ichthyosaurus intermedius" as originally recorded, locality unknown but presumed to be the Lower
Lias of Somerset or Dorset, ANSP 15766. Approximately 215cm long in straight line from tip of snout to end of tail.
© Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia.
Figure 4. "Ichthyosaurus tenuirostris" or "Ichthyosaurus communis", probably from the Lower Lias of
"Glastonbury" (more likely Street or Edgarley, Somerset). (A) Modern GRP cast, ANSP 20668, showing the
distinctive disposition of the head and coracoids. © Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. (B) Sketch of
cast BRSMG Cb2486 presumed destroyed in 1940, by F.S. Wallis of Bristol City Museum, © Bristol Culture. Whole
animal approximately 232cm long in straight line from tip of snout to end of tail. 
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Figure 5. Ichthyosaur, original identification and provenance uncertain, presumed Lower Lias, possibly Somerset.
ANSP 17428. Snout to tail length, in straight line, approximately 217cm. © Dean Lomax, courtesy of Academy of
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia.
Figure 6. Ichthyosaur, original identification and provenance uncertain, presumed Lower Lias, possibly Lyme
Regis. ANSP 17429. Snout to tail length, in straight line, approximately 193cm. © Dean Lomax, courtesy of
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia.
Figure 7. Plesiosaur, probably originally identified as "Plesiosaurus dolichodeirus?", and attributed to Lyme
Regis, but perhaps from Somerset. ANSP 15767. Snout to tail length, in straight line, approximately 192cm. ©
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia.
5. Ichthyosaur, original identification and
provenance uncertain 
Present ANSP 17428 Leptonectes tenuirostris,
presumed Lower Lias, possibly Somerset (Figure 5).
No casts so far known. 
6. Ichthyosaur, original identification and
provenance uncertain
Present ANSP 17429, presumed Lower Lias,
possibly Lyme Regis (Figure 6). No casts so far
known.
7. Plesiosaur, probably identified as
"Plesiosaurus dolichodeirus?" from Lyme Regis 
Present ANSP 15767 (Figure 7). Straight line length
from snout to tail, about 75.5" = 192cm, so the
specimen is presumed to be the T.B. Wilson deposit
of 1847 described as 76" long by Anon. (1847). This
report refers to "Plesiosaurus dolichodeirus" from
Lyme Regis, but one modern identification is
Thalassiodracon hawkinsii Owen, 1838 (Benson et
al. 2012, p.3), and the provenance is therefore much
more likely to be from the Lower Lias of Street or
Watchet in Somerset. No casts so far known.
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